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 Going Global! EUYO in Italy, the EU & beyond 
 

An overview of recent and future EUYO projects in 
2019 from the EU, Canada, Myanmar, Cuba and Oman 

 
 

As 2019 unfolds, the EUYO is spanning three continents! And as a brief retrospective of our 2019 projects 
so far and a quick peek at what is coming up later this year show, the EUYO’s members, alumni and man-
agement are certainly not being underused…  

 

2019 Spring Tour:  launching The Listening Project 

Following a Romanian Presidency concert in London and a 
concert in Bologna commemorating the 5th anniversary of the 
passing of EUYO founding music director Claudio Abbado, 
the Orchestra began its Spring tour with a highly successful 
residency in Ferrara. A major tour across Europe and the 
Middle East followed, led by EUYO Chief Conductor Vasily 
Petrenko, with soloists Kristine Opolais, Natalya Pavlova and 
Michael Schade.    

Ten performances, plus outreach and education work took 
the EUYO to Reggio Emilia, Ferrara, Milan, Udine, Muscat, 
Grafenegg, Luxembourg and Saarbrücken, and included the 

launch of The Listening Project (EUYO’s theme for 2019), a debut Gala concert at the striking Royal Opera 
House Muscat in Oman, and a Capital Sounds performance in Luxembourg’s Philharmonie. 

 
Orchestra in città!: our new community role in Ferrara 

The Orchestra’s Ferrara spring residency brought more big 
news: the launch of a major new citywide community project 
in Ferrara, Orchestra in Città!, a highly ambitious programme 
to enhance the lives of the people of Ferrara through music. 

Open rehearsals, schools and family concerts took place in 
several locations and EUYO players’ music enriched lives of 
people in old age homes and city hospital. 

On April 7th, the Teatro Open Day saw a massive participa-
tion from the people of the city, who flocked to the theatre 
to see a large cultural program of music labs with children, 
rehearsals, chamber music, concerts and Q&A moments, in an 
eight-hour marathon open house. 

 

Celebrating Europe Day -  times 4 ! 

On Europe Day, EUYO took part in the annual 9 May celebra-
tions with four important events. In Bologna, Italy, at the 
Legislative Assembly of the Emilia Romagna region, EUYO 
alumni musicians performed alongside presentations from in-
stitutional keynote speakers. 

The same players also performed throughout the week of 
Europe Day throughout Ferrara as part of the Orchestra in 
Città! programme. Meanwhile across the world in Yangon, 
Myanmar, following an invitation from the Delegation of the 
European Union to Myanmar, a separate group of EUYO 
alumni played 

with and taught the Orchestra for Myanmar, the New Chil-
dren's Choir and other young Myanmar musicians.  

And back in the EU, the 9 May saw the announcement of a 
new two-year partnership with Musica Ricercata, anorchestra 
based in Sibiu, Romania which gathers the finest young mu-
sicians from all over Europe to perform innovative musical 
programmes based around an enterprising series of research 
projects. Here again, EUYO alumni will take their place as 
teachers and mentors. 

http://www.euyo.eu/media/news/euyo-2019-spring-tour/
http://www.euyo.eu/projects/ongoing-projects/the-listening-project/
http://www.euyo.eu/projects/ongoing-projects/orchestra-in-citt%C3%A0/
http://www.euyo.eu/projects/ongoing-projects/orchestra-in-citt%C3%A0/
http://www.euyo.eu/projects/recent-projects/2019-projects-archive/orchestra-in-citt%C3%A0-2019-archive/
http://www.euyo.eu/media/news/europe-day-2019/
http://www.euyo.eu/projects/ongoing-projects/orchestra-in-citt%C3%A0/
http://www.euyo.eu/projects/ongoing-projects/orchestra-in-citt%C3%A0/
http://www.euyo.eu/media/news/euyo-2019-spring-tour/
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EUYO and Sustainable development 

As with many orchestras, the EUYO is increasingly becom-
ing aware of issues related to sustainability and of the im-
portance of the struggle to achieve sustainable develop-
ment. With this in mind, on May 21st 2019, EUYO took part 
at the inauguration of the third Italian Sustainable Develop-
ment Festival, cooperating with RAI and the Italian Alliance 
for Sustainable Development (ASviS). The String Ensemble 
of the European Union Youth Orchestra presented a “Con-
cert for a Sustainable Europe”, led by director and solo vi-
olin Antti Tikkanen. A highly symbolic and atmospheric 
event, which followed a conference with keynote speakers 
including the Prime Minister of Italy. 

 

Auditions for 2020 Orchestra 

There are recurring tasks, which are necessary to the Or-
chestra’s life: one is the organising of auditions in all (cur-
rently) 28 Member states with the help of our National Asso-
ciate Partners. On June 17, 2019 (the same day in which an 
EUYO alumnus was in Matera celebrating Matera European 
City of Culture 2019), the Orchestra publicly announced Au-
dition dates for 2020, available here on the euyo.eu web-
site. And so a humongous piece of work begins that will con-
tinue until January 2020, when next year’s Orchestra will be 
announced. (A note: despite continued uncertainty as to the 
resolution of the UK’s planned exit from the EU, we have con-
firmed that unless the UK exits without a transitional deal in 
place, it is expected that UK players will be eligible to apply and perform with the EUYO until AT LEAST 31 
December 2020). 

 

2019 Summer Tour: How does Europe listen?  

The 2019 Summer Tour will run from Monday 8th July to 
Sunday 18th August and will see the EUYO led by Chief Con-
ductor Vasily Petrenko and French conductor Stéphane De-
nève, with solo singers Miah Persson, Theresa Kronthaler, 
Norbert Ernst and Leon Košavić, as well as cellist Nicolas Alt-
staedt and Berlin Phiharmoniker clarinetist Andreas Otten-
samer. We begin with a three-week residency at Campus 
Grafenegg, our summer home, and follow that with nine ma-
jor concerts in notable European concert halls, including a 
Capital Sounds performance in Prague’s Rudolfinum, home 
of the Czech Philharmonic, and our debut in the wondrous 
Hamburg ElbPhilharmonie. 

Other events include a 20th Anniversary Residency at the 
Young Euro Classic Festival in Berlin, our regular residency 
at Bolzano Festival Bozen, a live streamed performance of 
Beethoven’s 9th symphony with audience participation in Ber-
lin, and more than 20 (mostly free) chamber music, outreach, 
education, late night and musiclab events in Grafenegg, Vi-
enna, Prague, Berlin, Bolzano, Amsterdam and Hamburg. Oh, 
and a world premiere of a new performance piece by the 
EUYO percussion section, in Vienna’s mumok gallery.  

 

 

https://www.euyo.eu/projects/recent-projects/2019-projects-archive/concert-for-a-sustainable-europe/
https://www.euyo.eu/apply/auditions/overview/
http://www.euyo.eu/apply/auditions/overview/
http://www.euyo.eu/apply/auditions/overview/
http://www.euyo.eu/projects/upcoming-projects/2019-summer-tour/
http://www.euyo.eu/projects/upcoming-projects/2019-summer-tour/
https://www.euyo.eu/apply/auditions/overview/
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Ferrara Chamber Academy: fostering young Italian players 

The second edition of the EUYO Ferrara Chamber Academy 
will took place in Ferrara, from 17 to 27 September 2019. It 
will focus on chamber music teaching and performance with 
EUYO alumni teachers, and mentors from the Chamber Or-
chestra of Europe, as well as Director and violin solo Anti Tik-
kanen. Young Italians will take part in two pre-concert events 
on 21 and 26 September, having benefited from a fortnight 
of contact with some of Europe’s finest pre-professional and 
professional musicians. The Orchestra in Città! project will 
also take the players to late night club music sessions, hospi-
tals, schools and old age homes.   

Frenergy: the Canada Tour 

Thanks to the generous support and vision of the Delega-
tion of the European Union to Canada, 35 members of EUYO 
and an equal number of members of the National Youth Or-
chestra of Canada will join forces for the first time ever. 

The side by side orchestra will play in a four-city tour in Can-
ada, from 12 to 17 November 2019. Viennese conductor 
Sascha Goetzel will lead the four concerts, which will be pre-
sented at in Toronto (November 12); the Isabel Bader Centre 
in Kingston (November 13); the Basilique Notre-Dame in 
Montreal (November 14); and finally the National Arts Cen-
tre in Ottawa (November 17).  

The programme will include music by Rossini, Ravel, Saint-Saëns, Stravinsky, Wagner, and a composition 
by Canadian composer John Estacio. In advance of this new collaboration, two musicians from NYO Canada 
will be early ambassadors, joining the EUYO’s summer tour in Europe. 

   

Onwards to Havana, and the Cuban-European Youth Academy 

Following the Canadian concerts, EUYO players will fly to 
Havana to join the Cuban-European Youth Academy in a se-
ries of joint musical and cultural events on 21 and 22 Novem-
ber 2019. The EUYO players will join a Cuban music workshop 
with local musicians, rehearse over a number of days with 
young Cubans, and finish with a concert of Cuban and Euro-
pean music at the beautiful Teatro de La Habana. The concert 
will include performances by the string, brass and percussion 
ensembles of the EUYO, as well as with the Cuban-European 
Youth Academy symphonic orchestra. Emily Davis, former 
concertmaster of the European Union Youth Orchestra, 
makes a welcome return as a Director in the Havana project.  

And then it’s back to Europe for more auditions … 

 

To find out more about on recent and upcoming projects, click here: 
http://www.euyo.eu/projects/upcoming-projects/ 
http://www.euyo.eu/projects/recent-projects/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 All press requests should be addressed to Daniele Milazzo daniele@euyo.eu  +44 7471992975 
 

http://www.euyo.eu/projects/upcoming-projects/2019-euyo-ferrara-academy/
http://www.euyo.eu/projects/upcoming-projects/2019-euyo-ferrara-academy/
http://www.euyo.eu/projects/ongoing-projects/orchestra-in-citt%C3%A0/
http://www.euyo.eu/media/news/euyo-goes-to-canada/
http://www.euyo.eu/media/news/euyo-goes-to-canada/
http://www.euyo.eu/projects/upcoming-projects/cuba-tour/
http://www.euyo.eu/projects/upcoming-projects/cuba-tour/
http://www.euyo.eu/projects/upcoming-projects/cuba-tour/
http://www.euyo.eu/projects/upcoming-projects/
http://www.euyo.eu/projects/recent-projects/
mailto:daniele@euyo.eu
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Honorary President Antonio Tajani - President of the European Parliament Co-Founders Lionel & Joy Bryer 
Founding Music Director Claudio Abbado Chief Conductor Vasily Petrenko Conductor Laureate Bernard Haitink 

Co-Chairman Sir Ian Stoutzker, CBE   Co-Chairman Sir John Tusa Secretary General Marshall Marcus    
 

Honorary Patrons & Committee 
Head of the Honorary Patrons Jean-Claude Juncker – President of the European Commission  

Honorary Patron Federica Mogherini – High Representative of the EU for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Vice-President of the European Commission 
The heads of state and government of the 28 EU member states, President of the European Committee of the Regions 

Want to hear more? 

#EUYONewsletter 

 

 

 
 

http://www.euyo.eu/media/newsletter/
https://www.facebook.com/TheEUYO/
https://twitter.com/EUYOtweets
https://www.instagram.com/euyorch/

